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THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
On the invitation of President Chase, those officers and directors of the Society who were able
to attend met in conference with him at Winter
Park on December 14. Coming from a distance
were Vice president Kathryn T. Abbey, of Tallahassee; Secretary Herbert Lamson, Librarian Carl
Bohnenberger, and Mrs. Frank E. Jennings, director, of Jacksonville; and Mrs. Roy V. Ott, director, of Ocala. The president also asked Professor
A. J. Hanna, retiring vice president, and Mr. Watt
Marchmann, archivist of Rollins College, to attend.
It was the opinion of those present that the bylaws of the Society should be revised and possibly
the charter amended. The president appointed
Mrs. Frank E. Jennings chairman of a committee
to be selected by her to make a study of the charter
and by-laws, and recommend changes and additions
at the next annual meeting or at a meeting called for
that purpose.
It was agreed that the most pressing need of the
Society is additional members, and it was suggested
that the directors, and as many members as would
do so, make a wide distribution of application-formembership blanks.
Doctor Abbey outlined the present general status
of the vast amount of Florida historical material
brought together, mainly from foreign archives,
during the past ten years by Mr. John B. Stetson,
Jr. and Dr. James A. Robertson, a small part of
which have been published by the Florida State
Historical Society. She expressed the hope that
this valuable collection might be brought to Florida; and was requested, and agreed, to secure detailed information on the matter for the use of
the directors.
For the extension of the influence and work of
the Society, President Chase proposed that sectional
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meetings, formal but not official, of members and
friends of the Society be held in each of the five
Congressional districts of the State before the next
annual meeting, preferably on anniversaries significant to each district with a program of one or
more historical papers and an explanation of the
objects of the Society and the desirability of making Florida conscious of the importance of its history. This proposal had the endorsement of all
present.
In accordance with the proposal outlined above,
the first of these regional historical meetings was
held in Tallahassee on January 10-this being the
seventy-fifth anniversary of the passage of the ordinance of secession by the constitutional convention elected for its consideration, through which
Florida severed its connection with the United
States and became an independent nation. The
celebration was held jointly by the Florida Historical Society and the Tallahassee Historical Society.
The feature of the occasion was a paper read by Dr.
Dorothy Dodd who has made a study of secession
in Florida. President Chase came to Tallahassee to
attend.
A similar district meeting was held in Sanford on
February 8, Founder’s Day, there, jointly by the
Florida Historical Society and the Daughters of
the American Revolution. Commemorative exercises were held in the afternoon and a dinner with
a historical program followed. Senator A. M.
Taylor, of St. Augustine, a director of the Society,
was chairman. President Chase spoke of the purpose of the meeting; Mr. Irving Bacheller, a member of the Sanford family, told of the life of General
Sanford, as did Mr. S. 0. Chase, and the latter
also recounted the extensive and well-known horticultural experiments of the General.
Meetings are to be held in the other districts also.
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